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She@ield Phoenix Press Ltd, United States, 2015. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 234 x 79 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.At the beginning of the nineteenth century, little was
known of the ancient Near East except for what was preserved in the Bible and classical literature. By the end of
the nineteenth century, an amazing transformation had occurred: the basic outline of ancient Near Eastern
history was understood and the material culture of the region was recognizable to the general public. This
three-volume study explores the various ways that non-specialists would have encountered ancient Egypt,
Mesopotamia, and the Holy Land and how they derived and constructed meaning from those discoveries.
McGeough challenges the simplistic view that the experience of the ancient Near East was solely a matter of
othering and shows how di@erent people claimed the Near East as their own space and how connections were
drawn between the ancient and contemporary worlds. Volume III argues that fiction and fantasy play an
important role in establishing expectations about the past. Changing sensitivities towards realism in art meant
that imaginary visions were charged with an archaeological aesthetic. Orientalist painting o@ered seemingly
realistic glimpses of ancient life. Stage plays and opera used the ancient Near East for performances that
explored contemporary issues. Mummy stories evolved from humorous time-travel tales into horror fiction
rooted in fears of materialism, and adventure novels ruminated on the obligations and dangers of empire.
Alongside these explicitly fictional modes of thinking about the past, the nineteenth century saw a rise in
popularity of esoteric thinking. People o@ered alternative versions of ancient history, imagining that ancient
religious practices continued into the present, through secret societies like the Freemasons and the Rosicrucians
or in the new movements of Mormonism and Theosophy. Volume III ends by...
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