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Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 170 pages.
Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.4in.Merriam Press Military Monograph 58. Third Edition (February 2012). On the
Road to Innsbruck and Back is a product of the authors long obsession with serving in Europe during World
War II as a member of the 103rd Infantry Division. He has always known that he would have to write about that
time. And it seemed useful to put his overseas experience into the context of his Army years, from his enlistment
in October 1942 to his discharge from an Army hospital in March 1946. His professional career as a Shakespeare
critic was a matter of diligence applied; his imposed career as a soldier was a matter of mindless endurance. He
was not a successful soldier: He was the last private in his regiment to be promoted to pfc. But then somebody
must have thought the author was more reliable than he was. Too oGen he was given a responsibility that he
neither deserved nor desired. But then he was in an Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon, at the service of a
regimental headquarters. On the Road is authentic. He has made every eIort to be faithful to the facts, as he
remembers them. But he also believes that the best way to give form and direction to the reality of his
experience was through a series of sixteen short stories, presented more or less chronologically. Experience
teaches through insights, epiphanies, encounters. Ideally, a poem or a short story is an idea at the moment of
dawning. Each of his sixteen stories has its theme, its ironies, its surprises. The realities of combat are simple
and stark, but circumstances change. In his stories the events and incidents in one story are meant...
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