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privilege of producing knowledge. While this basic definition of the postmodern condition as the shattering of
the metanarrative and a breakdown of authority is well-known, and in the twenty-first century, it is necessary to
revisit and reconsider the under-appreciated fact that Lyotard was contemplating the fate of knowledge
transformed into atoms of information through computer technology. Although the philosopher did not live to
see today s Internet, his predictions of paralogy are now playing out in Cyberspace and their impact needs to be
examined anew. The production of a computer-based culture resists authority and this new field of content can
neither be guarded by gatekeepers nor patrolled by centralized control. Without a discernible center, what has
evolved in this century is a practice of a contemporary and innovative gift...
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