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Plan to Manage Growth, January 1989 The planning process for the Midtown Cultural District Plan began in
October of 1984 when over 70 representatives of Boston s arts organizations met at City Hall to address the key
issues affecting the arts community through the next decade. Since that time over 370 meetings have been
convened with arts and cultural organizations, neighborhood residents and property owners, representatives
of constituent organizations having an interest in the Midtown Cultural District, and elected officials. In October
of 1986 the expanded and diverse community group formally convened as the Midtown Cultural District Task
Force, followed in 1987 by formal designation as the Citizens Advisory Committee for the Midtown Cultural
District. Community meetings and briefings covered issues such as creating cultural facilities, providing growth
opportunities for Chinatown, historic preservation and reuse of existing buildings and theaters, transportation
access, open space planning, workforce planning, environmental impact, building height and density, district
urban design, day care, building affordable housing and neighborhood business opportunities. Comments on
all aspects of the Midtown Cultural District Plan and zoning were requested of the community. The Boston
Redevelopment Authority has received over 100 letters from area residents and organizations indicating
specific suggestions to improve the plan and the zoning. The sense of the comments are listed below by issue.
The Boston Redevelopment Authority and the Boston Zoning Commission recommended and adopted a
Downtown Interim Zoning Plan in September of 1987 which required the creation of a plan for the area known
as the Midtown Cultural District. An initial draft of the zoning plan was released on July 14, 1988. Over 30 people
testified...
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