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and when of a Monday or Thursday evening on his return from his boot factory in Bethnal Green, he had sat
down to his dinner in Dalston, no suspicion had crossed his mind that it was Zillah s breakfast. He himself was a
prosaic person, incapable of imagining such spontaneities of religion, though he kept every fast which it
behoves an orthodox Jew to endure who makes no speciality of sainthood. There was a touch of the fantastic in
Zillah s character which he had only appreciated in its manifestation as girlish liveliness, and which Zillah knew
would find no response from him in its religious expression.
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