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was identified by the 1998 House Committee on From the perspective of the O@ice of Research and Science
report, Unlocking Our Future: Development, the science of sustainability is developing While acknowledging the
continuing need for science the underlying knowledge base that allows decision and engineering in national
security, health and the makers to make sustainable choices. For natural resource economy, the challenges we
face today cause us to managers, this means how to manage our resources to propose that the scientific and
engineering enterprise provide maximum services today and in the future. For ought to move toward center
stage in a fourth role; urban planners, this means how to build cost-e@ective that of helping society make good
decisions. We and e@icient urban systems that protect both human believe this role for science will take on
increasing health and the environment. For decision makers in importance, as we face di@icult decisions
related to industry, this means how to enhance economic growth 3 the environment. while minimizing
industrys footprint on the environment. The science of sustainability aims to anticipate problems Recent
external reviews of two other ORD research and promote innovation. A 1997 National Academy of programs
have re-emphasized the theme of this Engineering report suggests the path to sustainability congressional
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