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can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: that they meant to exterminate them, at no matter what cost of life among
themselves. The wretched Montezuma, brought out upon a battlement by his captors to speak to his people,
was greeted with stones and arrows, and so wounded that he died. For a week the fighting was desperate on
both sides; then Cortes determined to escape from the town. A stealthy retreat was attempted on the night of
the 1st of July; but the Mexicans discovered it, and a frightful struggle occurred in the darkness, on causeways
and bridges, leading to the shore of the lake. Four hundred and fifty of the Spaniards and 4000 of their native
allies perished, and all of the Spanish records were lost. With a half-starved and exhausted remnant of his force,
the indomitable adventurer retreated to Tlascala, re-inspired his followers, obtained reinforcements from some
quarter, built vessels to launch on the Mexican lake, and returned to the shores of that lake in December, within
plain sight of the Aztec town, which he made ready to besiege. During the winter he overran the surrounding
country; in May his attack on the capture of pueblo was opened; on the 13th of August he eitec became master
of the few ruins that remained of 15 the shattered and depopulated town. The spoil found was disappointing,
and Guatemozin, the now ruling chief, was questioned under torture, to learn if treasures had been concealed.
The conquest of the Aztec confederacy was the...
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