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Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration,
National Fire Data Center, 1988 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)70895210 Subject: Fire investigation -- April 28, 1987 --
Virginia. Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-006 April 1987 5 fire officials indicated a supreme concern for what was regarded
as each students individual rights. The dormitory was considered to be a students home, and officials seemed
reluctant to enforce rules which would put the need of the total resident population ahead of the rights of the
individual to determine his her own behavior within his her home. THe FIRe On the morning of February 12,
1987, a telephone call was received at approximately 0233 on the house phone by the radio dispatcher at the
Robbins Hose Company 1, advising the department of a fire in the Williams Hall dormitory at Wesley College.
The call was relayed by an answering service which takes calls for the department after hours. The Robbins
Hose Company 1 is a well-established volunteer fire department supported by a paid staff which includes
dispatchers, fire prevention inspectors, and investigators. Before the fire department had been called directly,
notification of a fire had been transmitted to the Dover Police Department dispatcher who also relayed it to the
fire department. The call had come in on regular police lines rather than the 911 emergency number.
According to the police, this was due to the fact that the 911 emergency number had only been in effect for
approximately two years, and some people are accustomed to just dialing the police department on the regular
police phone number. Fire officials determined later that the calls to the police and fire departments had been
delayed for some time. Initially,...
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