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illustrated. 1812 edition. Excerpt: . .. CHAP. V INDIRECT INSTRUCTION. CHILDREN OUGHT NOT TO BE PREST TO
INSTRUCTION. | Believe even that we might often make use of these indirect instructions, which are much less
tiresome to children than lessons and remonstrances, merely to awaken their attention to the examples which
we would wish to give them. A person might sometimes ask of another before them, Why do you do that f and
the other might reply, | do it for such and such reasons. For example, Why have you owned your fault It is
because | should have made a much greater one, had | wickedly told a lie to hide it; and | think nothing is more
beautiful than to say openly, | have been wrong. After this, the first. speaker might praise her who had thus
accused herself. But all this must pass naturally, without affectation; for children are much more penetrating
than people imagine, and from the moment they perceive any finesse in those who govern them, they lose that
simplicity and confidence which it is most important to retain. We have remarked, that the brains of children
are always warm and humid, and that this causes in them an eternal motion. This softness of the brain, makes
every thing take an easy impression upon it; consequently, the images of fill sensible objects are very lively with
them. We should therefore lose no time in writing in their minds, whilst the characters are easily formed there....
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