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Vicksburg, January 20th, 1856: In Commemoration of the Life and Death of Rev. Benj; H. Williams, Late Pastor of
That Church The mercy-seat whither I was going, had shrouded itself in clouds and darkness, and the prayer I
had intended to present at it, was taken from my lips - God had forbidden it; and my brother did not need it. I
could only go to my congregation with the mournful tidings of the event; and as the words smote their ears, Mr.
Williams is dead, there was many a head that drooped, and many an eye that overflowed with tears, and many
a heart that sank with sorrow, in that little assembly. A solemnity and a sadness, such as the contemplation of
death does not oJen produce, pervaded the exercises of that memorable hour. God in his awful sovereignty,
seemed to be standing in our midst. The hopes of man lay in scattered ruins around us. The grave yawned by
our firesides, the world robed itself in sackcloth, the air was filled with wailing. With subdued and chastened
spirits, we closed our devotions, and then went from the place of prayer, trying to say, - with a faith which was
willing to assent to what it could not understand, - even so Father, for so it hath seemed good in thy sight; and
feeling as we had never felt before, the truth of the Apostle s declaration, we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us. The scene which I have described to you,
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